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Are Mud + Snow (M+S) tires safe for winter?  
BC winter tire legislation—which permits the use of M+S tires on highways—
begins next week, and many BC drivers may think M+S tires are safe in winter 
conditions 
 
 
VERNON, BC—With BC’s winter tire regulations about to take effect on most routes in BC, Kal 
Tire is helping drivers to understand what makes Mud + Snow (M+S) tires different from winter 
tires, and why winter tires are much safer in cold weather conditions, including snow and ice.  
 
“It can be confusing for drivers because legislation in BC allows for M+S tires on mountain 
passes and highways during the winter months, but they are not winter tires,” says Mike Butcher 
regional director for urban retail stores, Kal Tire. Before 2014, only winter tires bearing both the 
M+S designation AND the mountain snowflake severe service designation, were allowed on 
select mountain passes and highways starting October 1.  
 
“M+S tires are all-season tires. The M+S designation is only an indication of tread design and is 
not compound related. The tread features bigger tread blocks and wider spaces between those 
tread blocks compared to summer tires, which helps expel mud and snow, but the rubber 
compound contains less natural rubber. That means M+S tires will get stiff once temperatures 
start dipping below +7C,” says Butcher. “Drivers won’t see the reliable traction, braking or 
cornering they’re probably hoping for in the cold months.”  
 
Kal Tire’s independent tire tests demonstrate both premium and economy winter tires 
outperform M+S (all-season) tires in snow and on icy road conditions. For example, on ice, M+S 
tires take an additional nine metres (nearly two car lengths) to stop compared to a designated 
winter tire. 
 
Winter tires, on the other hand, have both the necessary tread design and compound to give 
tires strong grip. Bearing both the M+S symbol AND the mountain snowflake symbol, winter 
tires have met specific industry-established snow traction performance requirements and have 
been designed specifically for use in cold weather and severe snow conditions.  
 
Winter tires have a more natural rubber tread compound that helps the tire stay soft, flexible and 
grippy in cold and sub-zero temperatures. Aggressive tread blocks are designed to dig into 
snow and slush; wide grooves between tread blocks expel snow and slush, and maintain road 
contact.  
 
“True winter tires are a much safer option for those who travel through BC’s mountain passes 
and rural highways,” says Butcher, adding everyday cornering and braking is also improved for 
those who face temperatures at or below +7C as well as ice, snow and slush.  
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Transport Canada recommends those driving in severe winter conditions “install four winter tires 
that meet the snow tire designation…” Transport Canada also says M+S tires “…may not 
always be suitable for severe snow conditions.”  
 
About Kal Tire 
Kal Tire is Canada’s largest independent tire dealer and one of North America’s largest 
commercial tire dealers. Kal Tire’s Mining Tire Group is an international leader in mining tire 
service and supply, servicing more than 150 mine sites across five continents. The company 
has warehouse facilities across Canada servicing more than 250 Kal Tire retail and commercial 
stores. Kal Tire owns and operates 10 truck tire retread facilities across Canada, plus five 
earthmover retreading facilities located in Canada, the United Kingdom, Chile, and Ghana. The 
company employs more than 6,500 team members. For more information, visit 
www.KalTire.com.  
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The following media resources are available on Kal Tire’s online newsroom: 

1. Infographic – The M+S tire is not a winter tire  
2. Short animation showing M+S stopping distance vs. winter tire 
3. Still images: (M+S) symbol and three-peaked mountain and snowflake symbol 
4. B-roll video – available upon request  

 
 
For more information, please contact: 
Nikki Kinakin 
Sr. Communications Specialist, Kal Tire 
P:  250-558-3273 / C: 250-309-7901 
Nikki_Kinakin@kaltire.com  
 
 
 
 

https://www.tc.gc.ca/eng/motorvehiclesafety/safevehicles-safetyfeatures-wintertires-index-468.htm?campaign=Twitter-eng&WT.mc_id=1lxx2&campaign=Twitter-eng&WT.mc_id=1lxx2
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